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April 2, 2020 
 

Dear Beauregard High School Class of 2020,  
 

One of the writing assignments that I used to give students in my history classes was to 
list historical events that occurred during their lifetimes.  In my 46 years, I have witnessed some 
significant events, some which stand out more for personal reasons than historical ones.  My 
senior class, the Class of 1991, thought that we had experienced an eventful two years with the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and Operation Desert Storm.  With the exception of the classes in the 
1940s, however, I am not sure that any other class in the history of our school has witnessed 
anything like what your young lives have experienced.  You were born into the world of 
September 11, 2001; you have experienced a war on terror, an economic recession, and the 
demolition and rebuilding of our high school; you have lived the tragedy of March 3; and, now, a 
world pandemic, the likes of which none of us have seen.   

On behalf of our faculty and staff, please know that we have not forgotten you.  We miss 
you!  We are proud of your accomplishments, and we looked forward to celebrating with you as 
you experienced your last few months of high school.  We want you to be able to enjoy the 
events and traditions that accompany the final year of high school, and we are hoping those are 
still possible.  We know that you have a multitude of questions.  Please understand that we have 
those same questions, and we will share the answers with you when we have all of the 
information.   

In the last few days, the Alabama State Department of Education has released 
information to schools concerning the academic status of seniors.  Several schools in our area 
have shared some of that information.  Specifically, seniors who are on track to graduate as of 
the third nine weeks will have satisfied the state’s graduation requirements.  Concerned that 
these hasty releases from other schools are giving students and parents a false sense of 
completion without knowing all of the details, we will review each senior student’s graduation 
status, and we will personally contact you no later than Tuesday, April 7 about your academic 
standing.   

Former NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw christened the generation of Americans who 
were born in the first few decades of the 20th century as the greatest generation.  They 
experienced a global pandemic of their own in 1918-1919 and the hardship of two world wars, 
but that same generation also firmly established our country’s economic and political prowess.  
Maybe years from now, when the history of your generation is written, it will be a story akin to 
that of the greatest generation – one of Americans who overcame numerous hardships and 
tragedies to positively change the course of U.S. history.  I hope that is the case, because 
selfishly, someone has to take care of my generation!  We’re not getting any younger, you know! 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Beauregard High School, we are proud of you!  We 
hope and pray for your health and safety as well as that of your family.  We will be in touch in 
the next few days.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard L. Brown, Jr.   


